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Madam  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  19^3 . 

The  year  commenced  v/ith  exceptionally  severe  weather 
conditions  which  the  tovm  weathered  without  serious  consequences. 

There  was  less  spread  of  infection  than  usual,  presumably  due  to  the 
great  reduction  in  the  normal  mixing  and  fraternising  of  the  population, 
but  old  people  were  affected  adversely,  often  failing  to  keep  their 
houses  sufficiently  warm.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  central  heating 
is  very  necessary  for  old  folk,  whose  needs  are  exceptional  to  a degree 
often  not  appreciated  by  those  of  lesser  years*  The  Council's  old 
persons'  bungalov/s  approach  the  ideal  in  this  respect. 


Measles  was  rampant,  the  epidemic  starting  in  March  and 
reaching  a peak  in  July,  but  the  modem  child  is  so  much  healthier  and 
better  fed  than  many  of  his  counterparts  before  the  war  that  he  is  able 
to  withstand  infection  much  better,  this,  coupled  irith  the  major 
advances  in  drug  therapy  which  have  folloxTed  the  war  caused  the  excessive 
wave  of  measles  to  pass  off  almost  un-noticed. 

It  is  opportune  to  record  that  since  1939  the  mortality  from 
pneumonia  has  fallen  to  about  a quarter,  and  the  national  mortality 
frcan  tuberculosis  in  children  in  the  1 to  15  age  group  has  fallen  to 
one  hundredth.  Tlho  average  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  each  year 
in  this  country  from  1933  to  19A2  was  55125  and  2,783  deaths. 

In  1962  there  were  I6  cases  and  two  deaths  and  no  other  country  can 
claim  quite  such  a dramatic  fall.  The  percentage  of  children  in  your 
district  immunised  against  diphtheria  is  about  75/J  and  as  long  as  this 
figure  can  be  maintained  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  is  excessively 
unlikely  and  indeed  one  case  vrould  be  a source  of  astonishment.  Much 
the  same  could  be  said  of  poliomyelitis,  but  there  remains  the  hard 
core  of  people  v/ho  for  emotional  reasons,  difficult  to  understand, 
refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  be  immunised. 
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The  affluent  society  continues  to  throw  up  new  risks  and  this  is  seen 
in  the  sphere  of  public  health,  A classical  example  was  produced  by  the 
high  demand  for  high  quality  protein  food,  which  led  to  the  importation 
of  frozen  bulked  egg,  even  from  China,  with  its  quota  of  food  poisoning 
organisms,  including  paratyphoid.  This  problem  has  now  succumbed  to  the 

to  the  pasteurising  requirements  imposed  by  lavir.  But  the  affluent  society 
also  imports  typhoid  via  its  members  who  are  able  to  travel  further  afield  on 
holiday.  Another  recent  example  v/as  the  intensely  poisonous  mould  found  on 
certain  samples  of  groundnut  meal  from  tropical  countries.  Even  milk, 
wholesome  as  it  is  v/hen  pasteurised  and  from  a tuberculin  tested  herd,  has  been 
found  frequently  to  contain  appreciable  amounts  of  penicillin  with  its 
rare  risk  to  the  allergic,  the  affluent  society' s cows  having  shared  in  the 
affluence  and  received  modem  antibiotics.  This  problem  has  recently  been 
combated  by  routine  testing  of  milk  and  a financial  penalty  for  excess 
penicillin. 

The  maintenance  of  good  public  health  is  a continuing  battle'. 


During  December  a health  education  drive  directed  to  the  dangers 
of  anoking  was  staged  in  secondary  and  grammar  schools  with  the  aid 
of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  mobile  team.  Lectures, 
films,  discussions  and  demonstrations  were  all  deployed  and  were  well 
received  by  students  and  staff.  Questions  were  very  freely  put  and  the 
effort  was  considered  very  well  worth  while.  Junior  school  headmasters 
invariably  report  the  existence  of  some  smoking  amongst  junior  children, 
especially  boys,  and  it  is  hoped  to  include  the  older  juniors  in  future 
campaign  s. 

Deaths  from  lung  cancer  exceed  by  roughly  five  times  those  due  to 
road  accidents  and  numbered  one  in  the  Borough  during  1963*  Smoking  is 
also  implicated  in  cancer  of  the  larynx,  mouth,  oesophagus,  bladder,  kidney 
and  lip,  and  in  bronchitis,  emphysema,  stomach  and  duodenal  ulcers, 
circulatory  diseases,  coronary  disease,  other  heart  diseases  and  cirrho  sis 
of  the  liver.  It  is  a habit  which  is  well  worth  combating  and  the  most 
profitable  age  groups  upon  which  to  concentrate  are  those  during  which  the 
habit  has  either  not  started  or  is  in  its  infancy. 

"Perhaps  we  desire  death;  or  why  is  poison  so  sweet?" Robinson  Jeffers. 


Comprehensive  statements  have  been  made  in  previous  reports  on  the 
water  supply.  This  is  mainly  from  a deep  bore  in  chalk  v/hich  has  always 
been  a good  source  and  has  now  been  further  tapped  by  another  adjacent  bore. 
The  water  is  hard  but  the  disadvantage  of  this  is  minimised  by  the  extensive 
substitution  of  detergents  for  soap,  and  there  are  two  factors  on  the  credit 
side  which  may  not  be  widely  known.  They  are  that  contamination  of  water 
supplies  by  radioactive  fallout  is  lessened  under  chalk  strata,  and  the 
incidence  of  coronary  thrombosis  is  less  in  hard  water  areas  than  in  soft 
water  areas. 


Tv/o  previous  reports  have  commented  upon  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  the  Council  and  its  Officers  in  closing  an  unfit 
dwelling.  Shortly  after  the  Council  initiated  steps  to  obtain  a 
Closing  Order,  an  elderly  and  infirm  woman  took  possession  by 
placing  a little  furniture  in  it.  Hhis  very  sick  and  doomed  person 
was  then  committed  to  a hospital  by  an  emergency  court,  being 
regarded  as  living  in  insanitary  circumstances  and  in  need  of  care 
and  attention,  and  in  the  course  of  many  months  her  life  was  saved 
and  she  v/as  greatly  improved  in  health,  though  kept  in  hospital 
with  difficulty.  Her  only  financial  means  vTere  those  provided 
by  the  National  Assistance  Board,  which  provided  the  major  part  of  the 
very  snail  purchase  price  of  the  house  in  the  form  of  a v/eekly 
instalment,  or  rent,  for  a specified  period,  though  the  ’’tenant” 
was  in  hospital  for  most  of  this  time.  She  returned  to  the  house 
and  after  much  delay  due  to  great  difficulty  in  determining  the 
previous  owner  a Closing  Order  was  made.  Admirably  suitable 
alternative  accommodation  had  been  offered  by  the  Council  and  refused. 
She  appealed  to  the  County  Court  and  the  case  was  adjourned  without, 
confirmation  of  the  Council's  Order.  In  the  meantime  she  tripped 
on  decayed  flooring  in  a very  ill  lit  passage  and  fractured  her  femur, 
lying  perilously  helpless  for  some  hours.  After  a further  lengthy 
sojourn  in  hospital  during  which  her  previous  illnesses  were  again 
brought  under  control,  she  once  more  returned  to  the  quite  unsuitable 
premises. 

After  much  further  persuasion  she  and  her  fewr  belongings  v;ere 
transferred  to  one  of  the  Council' s elderly  persons'  bungalov/s  on  the 
other  side  of  the  street,  vastly  more  suited  to  her  rather  desperate 
needs,  but  she  was  still  determined  to  sell  the  unfit  property, 
which  came  up  once  again  for  another  County  Court  hearing,  once  more  to 
be  adjourned. 

A purchaser  was  believed  to  have  been  found  but  eventually 
this  elderly  woman  succumbed  to  her  various  ailments.  The  home  has 
subsequently  been  closed  without  further  difficulty,  thus  ending  a 
long  and  frustrating  chapter.  It  seems  fair  to  say  that  had  the 
Council  been  able  to  proceed  quickly  with  its  early  intention  of 
establishing  this  house  as  unfit  for  human  habita,tion  this  woman 
W'ould  at  the  least  have  been  saved  from  a fractured  thigh  bone  and 
would  have  spent  her  last  few  years  in  much  greater  comfort.  Public 
funds  v/ould  also  have  been  saved  a significant  sum* 


The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  building  land  v/ithin  the 
Borough  made  impracticable  the  initiation  of  further  action  under  the 
Sousing  Act  to  close  or  demolish  unfit  houses,  but  it  is  hoped  ths-t 
future  development  of  Blandford  may  enable  further  such  action  to  be 
taken  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


The  public  avTimming  baths  continued  in  use.  Unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  reports  are  inevitable  from  time  to  time  v;ith  the 
apparatus  available,  especially  in  view  of  the  exposed  situation  of  the 
water,  v/hich  calls  for  especially  efficient  filtration. 


The  problem  of  pigeons  on  buildings,  especially  near  the  Market 
Place,  received  particular  attention  during  the  year,  mainly  due  to  the 
very  unpleasant  conditions  produced  on  pavements  below  favoured 
roosting  sites.  Pigeons  may  be  quite  attractive  to  watch  but  there  is  a 
heavy  debit  side.  They  commonly  carry  and  suffer  from  the  virus  of 
psittacosis  which  can  produce  a very  unpleasant  virus  pneumonia  in 
human  beings.  Their  nests  and  excreta  are  also  a prolific  breeding 
ground  for  various  insect  pests  such  as  spider  beetles,  carpet  beetles 
(which  create  havoc  in  any  woollens'.)  the  lesser  housefly,  blov/flies  and 
others.  Society  tolerates  from  necessity  the  removal  from  a raeadovv  to 
the  slaughterhouse  of  a beautiful  young  Hereford  steer  but  becomes  rather 
tender  hearted  to  the  pigeon,  vvhich  is  undoubtedly  a pest. 


There  follov/  brief  details  of  the  v/ork  of  the  public  health 
department  and  of  other  facilities. 

In  conclusion  I express  my  thanks  for  the  courtesy  and 
consideration  of  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  of  the  Clerk  and  Council  staff,  and  I record  my  appreciation  of  the 
loyalty  and  co-operation  of  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  H.L.Birkett, 
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Area  of  Borough 253  acres. 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar  General(mid-year) . . *3480 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  19^3 £1Z|3>851 

Estimated  product  of  Id  rate  at  1st  April,  I963...  £587»3»10« 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  Dec.l963».  1190. 


AS  SUPPLIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


LrVE  BIRTHS. 


Total. Male  .Female.  Rlandford,  England  &.  Administrative 
Borough.  ¥ales. County. 


Total  number  registered... 

68 

36 

32 

Legitimate 

63 

34 

29 

Illegitimate 

5 

2 

3 

Standardised  rate 

23.1. 

18.2 

16.4 

DEATHS 

Total  number  registered... 

68 

33 

35 

Standardised  rate 

14.7 

12.2. 

13.9 

Coinparability  Factors • 

Births 1,18 

Deaths 0,75 

The  standardised  death  rate  is  unusually  high  and  is  regarded  as  mainly  due 
to  chance  fluctuation.  The  birth  rate  is  also  fairly  high  , 
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■AI.IBULMCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  provided  by  the  Dorset  County  Council. 
Control  is  centralised  in  Dorchester  and  the  service  operates  from 
Castleman  House. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  was  created  to  enable 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  throughout  the  country  to  have  free  access 
to  a Laboratory  in  connection  with  epidemological  investigations  and 
routine  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  millt,  ice  cream  and  other 
foods.  The  local  laboratory  is  situated  at  Dorchester  and  provides 
an  excellent  scientific  service. 

MAISRITITY  AMD  CHILD  V/EIPARE  SER^^IGES. 

The  County  Council  provided  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  in  Blandford 
once  a fortnight.  The  new  Clinic  now  accommodates  this,  together  vTith 
the  School  Dental  Service,  Speech  Therapy,  Audiometry,  Family  Planning 
Association  and  other  facilities. 

HOI.IE  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  provided  a service  in  Blandford 
and  surrounding  district  of  vrell  established  utility. 


rKE\rALAITCE  OF  PTFECTIODS  MD  OTHER 

DISEASES. 
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Measles 74 

Dysentery... 4 

Scarlet  fever 1 

Tuberculosis. 2 


TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis 
register  was  as  follows: - 


T ulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Males 14  Males 

Females 7 Female 


VACCINAIION  AND  EPIUHISATICM 
STATISTICS. 


POLTOIHELITIS.,  DIEhTItERIA.V/HOOPINa  TBTAI^IUS  SMALLPOX. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1965. 

Causes  of  death.  Male. 


10.  Malignant  neonlasm.  Stomach  1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 7 

18.  Coronary  disease.  Angina  8 

20.  Other  heart  disease  6 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  

22.  Influenza 1 

23 . Pneumonia 1 

24.  Bronchitis  2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 1 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide  1 


Female . 


5 

2 

1 

7 

3 

9 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 


TOTAL 


33 


35 


HOUSING  ACT . 1957 
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A proposed  Council  Order  on  a cottage  in  Bryanston  Street 
was  the  subject  of  an  appeal  to  the  County  Court. 

A wcanan  in  some  misfortune  who  had  had  several  moves  in  Dorset 
took  up  residence  in  an  old  property.  The  Council  re-housed  this  woman 
despite  the  fact  that  she  V7as  a stranger  to  the  town, and  closed  the  unfit 
dwelling. 


OyERCRg/DING 

(a)  Wuraber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  33/1^63,, 1 

Number  of  families  therein, 1 

(b)  Mumber  of  new  cases, 1 

(c)  Furaber  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 1 

Fumber  of  persons  involved 7 

(d)  Number  of  renewed  cases  of  overcrowding Nil 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULi^TIONS. 


Inspections  were  carried  out  under  the  above  regulations  as  a 
result  of  which  the  following  improvements  were  carried  out. 

6 Premises  - redecorated  throughout, 

1 additional  washbasin  with  hot  and  cold  vrater  supply. 

6 other  minor  improvements. 

One  cafe  in  respect  of  which  a notice  was  served  to  improve  the 
preparation  room  eventually  closed  and  the  premises  will  now  be  used 
for  other  purposes. 
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FOOD  MD  mUGS  ACT 

A few  complaints  of  "stale  and  impala table"  rather  than  unsound  food 
were  received  during  the  past  year. 

These  cases  which  were  taken  up  V7ith  the  manufacturers  indicated 
that  the  food  had  often  been  manufacturered  9-12  months. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  insufficient  attention  is  paid 
by  wholesalers  and  retailers  to  maintaining  a strict  rotation  of 
goods  in  stock. 


NOISE  ABATEMEMT  ACT 

A complaint  regarding  a monotonous  humming  noise  was  received  from 
persons  resident  in  the  vicinity  of  a Seed  Cleaning  Plant  and  was 
investigated* 

The  firm  responsible  showed  a keen  desire  to  co-operate  to 

reduce  the  noise  and  this  v/as  eventually  achieved  by  the  installation 

of  special  fittings. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Die  only  privately  owned  slaughter  house  closed  during  the  year  1962, 


CONDEIfl'IED  FOOD. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  con sumption i- 


2i*0  lbs 
120  lbs 
20  lbs 
ifS  lbs. 


Canned  cooked  meats 

Canned  fruit 

Imported  meat( internal  abcess).. 
Sugar  confectior  ery 


CLEM  AIR  ACT. 

No  action  was  necessary. 


FOOD  I,1/N13PACTURING  PREIIISES. 

A small  "home  made"  Jam  factory  was  opened  in  the  town  during  this  year. 
The  ovmer  was  intervievred  and  advised  on  the  food  hygiene  aspects  prior 
to  it  commencing  production. 


13 


ICE  CREM 

13  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  reported  as  being  Grade  1. 

ICE  CREM  (HEAT  TREATllENT)  REGUL/'TIOHS  1959 

One  Ice  Cream  premises  V7as  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 f for  the  manufacture  of  cold  mix  ice  cream* 

Subsequent  samples  of  this  product  have  since  been  reported  as 
satisfactory* 


WATER  SUPPLY 

All  the  population  v/ithin  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  water  from 
public  mains. 

Only  4 dwellinghouses  (involving  14  persons)  are  served  with 
standpipes  in  yards  and  2 of  these  houses  are  scheduled  for  demolition 
in  the  near  future* 

An  analysis  is  appended. 


SE\7AGE  im)  SEVfAGE  DISPOSAL 

All  houses  v/ith  the  exception  of  throe  are  connected  with  the  main  sewage 
system*  The  sevrage  disposal  vrorks  have  recently  been  improved  and 
can  now  deal  with  a population  of  over  6,000* 


COM  ION  LODGIHG  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  iTithin  the  Borough* 


PUBuc  aYnmiG  b/tchs. 

Nineteen  samples  of  water  obtained  from  the  Swimming  Baths  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  fifteen  of  v/hich  were  reported 
satisfactory* 

The  results  of  the  other  four  samples  v,rere  as  follov/s:- 
Probablc  coli.  Type  1 Coli 


50 

35 


25 

25 

90 

1 


Bland  ford  Forum 
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MALYSIS  OF  WATER  SAMPLE  - 1963 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 

1.  Appearance 

Clear 

2.  Taste  & Odour 

- Normal 

3.  Colour 

4 . pH  value  7,0 . 

5.  Free  present 
Chlorine 

6.  Total  Solid  Residue 

(dried  at  180 

C) 

440 

(parts  per 
I'.iillion) 

ti 

7,  Suspended  Matter 

(dried  at  105 

C) 

nil 

8.  Chlorine  as  chloride 

25 

?? 

9.  Amraoniacal  Nitrogen 

(free  ammonia 

, expressed  as  N) 

0.032  ” 

10 . Albuminoid  " 

(expressed  as 

N) 

0.048 

II 

11.  Nitrate  ” 

(expressed  as 

N) 

1.6 

n 

12.  Nitrite  ” 

(expressed  as 

N) 

0.016 

u 

13.  Total  Alkalinity  (as 

Calcium  Carbonate) 

225 

5! 

14.  Hardness  (Total) 

270 

i? 

15.  *'  (Temporary) 

225 

i) 

16.  (Permanent) 

45 

n 

17.  Metals.  Poisonous  (as  elements) 

iron, copper 

absent 

18,  Oxygen  absorption  from  Permanganate 

solution  in  4 hours  at  27  C 0.3 


19.  Other  taste 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  old  tip  continues  in  us©  but  its  useful  life  is  nov;  becoming  very 
limited  and  much  active  thought  was  given  to  the  possibilities  of  a Joint 
tip,  under  controlled  conditions,  with  the  Rural  District  Council. 


ROIEOT  CONTROL 

Total  ifflumbcr  of  visits  made  by  Rodent  Control  Officer 520 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  on  notification 72 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  under  Act 300 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  Virith  rats 64 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  vTith  mice 15 

Number  of  premises  found  to  bo  infested  with  rats  and  mice 12 


A large  number  of  complaints  V7ere  received  from  the  Public  of  Y/asps  nests 
and  ant  infestations.  All  these  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the 
Pests  Officer. 


ACTION  Ti>lCEN  TOTDER  ACTS  OF 


P/RLI/lIENT. 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 27 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 26 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 4 

Mumber  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 3 

(b)  Housing  Acts  1957 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served nil 

Mumber  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with nil 

(c) 

Number  of  Unfit  Houses  closed 5 

Number  of  Unfit  Houses  demolished 3 

(d)  Factories  Acts  and  Regulations. 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 2 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  V7ith 1 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served nil 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  v;ith nil 


PUBLIC  HEAUPH  INSPECTICIT  OF  i\REA. 

Summary  of  Inspection  and  re-visits  made  in  the  course  of  routine 
work  during  the  year  I963  by  your  public  health  inspector; - 


PUBLIC  HE/JITH  ACTS 

Houses 124 

Other  premises 29 

Housing  inspections 3^ 

Infectious  Diseases 0 

Disinfestation 2 

Markets 46 

Factories 18 

Pood  inspections; - 

Meat  Inspection 6 

Cafes 28 

Ice  cream  premises 12 

Grocers 18 

Butchers 17 

Bakeries.... '. 5 

Pried  fish, 3 

General 52 
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FACTORIES  AOE, 

1961 

Part  One  - 

Health-^' 

Geners.l  Provisions. 

PRElvIISES.  Number  on 

Register. 

, (1)  T2-y  •• 

Inspections* 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Number  of:  - Occuipicrs 
. Prosecuted. 

~T5T 

(i)Pactories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3,4&  6 
ere  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities* 2^8 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)Pactories  not  in- 

cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 5 

4 . 

(iii)Other  Premises 
in  which  Sect .7  is 

1 enforced  by  the  L.A- 
( excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) - 

* TOTAL 53 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

! Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- 

Particulars, 

Found,  Remedied. 

Referred  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

! Nil 

• Sanitary  Conveniences  defective 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

PAST  VIU  of  the  Act. 

Section  133, 

Section  134, 

Fatuie  of  V/ork 

Number 

on  List, 

Nearing  apparel)  Making  etc, 

) Cleaning  & 

) Washing, 

12 

Curtains  and  ) 

Purniture  ) 

' Hangings,  ) 

2 

TOTAL 

• 3A 

There  were  no  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council,  no  prosecutions 
for  failure  to  supply  lists,  no  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises, 
lao  notices  served  and  no  prosecutions. 

